The prominent place given to 
with a sense of its usefulness in all clinical examinations, it is only within the last few years that British practitioners have given this subject any serious consideration.
Like everything new in medicine, the thermometer has had to serve its probationary period of obscurity and neglect; and before being recognised as an auxiliary agent in the detection of disease, it has had to bear the searching scrutiny of that scepticism so characteristic of the age, which, while always wholesome, is too frequently retarding and obstructive. Now, however, the practical importance of daily thermometric observations in acute diseases is admitted; and in many of our hospitals careful records are made, not of the state of the pulse or the number of the respirations merely, but of the patient's temperature also. In fevers especially, a class of diseases in which the heat of the body is so much increased, the thermometer is of the greatest assistance both in detecting the disease and in affording indications of its probable course, duration, and termination.
A knowledge of the state of the temperature is of the utmost consequence in enabling the physician to arrive at a correct diagnosis in many of the affections of children; and it is here, I think, more than in the case of adults, that the medical man will derive the greatest benefit from the use of the thermometer. For how puzzling it often is, in the first stage of a febrile affection in a child, to make out with certainty the real nature of the disease. And how frequently does an illness, which was ushered in by almost all the symptoms of fever,?a quick pulse, headache, thirst, loaded tongue, etc.,?deceive both the practitioner and the parents, and pass away almost as rapidly as it came! Every one knows the difficulty of making a correct diagnosis in many of the diseases of childhood ; and as an evidence of this, patients are frequently sent into the fever wards of an hospital, whose illness turns out to be only trifling, and never goes on to fever at all. Now, it is in such cases that the temperature of the body, as ascertained by the thermometer, affords information which renders mistake impossible.
The cases in which I have made thermometric observations, and which I here report, all occurred in the Children's Hospital, and I am indebted to the ordinary physicians for permission to make these observations public. On the evening of the 12th January, it will be seen that, although the pulse numbered 144 beats in the minute, the temperature was down to near the normal standard 99F. This indicated the turn, for the boy did well ever after, and was dismissed recovered on 5th February. It 
